Fertility rates in women in rural Turkey.
Fertility rates in married women, aged 15-44 years, in Yildizeli, were high. Only 86% of the pregnancies resulted in normal delivery, with 50% neonatal mortality, thus reducing the population increase in the area. Similar findings are seen all over rural areas of Turkey. The mean fertility rates in women, aged 40-44 years were similar to those of eastern regions of Turkey. The abortion ratios for 1979-1981 were also identical. Poor socioeconomic conditions and unsatisfactory public health services in the region are the probable cause.